
English 110 – Summer 2017  Linn Benton Community College                 300 points 

Due by email – rusts@linnbenton.edu – by 9pm on Wednesday, July 26 

Answer each of the following questions in a short essay of three complete paragraphs of seven-

eight sentences. That’s three short essays total. Incorporate one-two direct quotations (with 

page #) from the course textbook in each question.  Do not use the internet to try to “look up” 

answers to these questions; I am testing to see how well you understand the concepts, 

vocabulary, and material provided in course lectures, your textbook, and the films screened in 

class Going online to look up extra information will only water down your analysis.  

Keep in mind that this is an English Department class and that attention to essay 

organization, intellectual reasoning, excellent level of detail, clear writing style, 

academic voice, sentence structure, and editing will be important. 

 

Question 1: Much of this course has focused on the collaboration between two key individuals 

involved cinematic storytelling: film directors and film editors.  Define and describe four specific 

editing techniques used by directors and editors to tell stories with motion pictures. Then 

discuss detailed examples of those techniques and how they are used to shape the narratives of  

Scarface and Rashomon. 

 

Question 2: When composing the cinematic frame, cinematographers pay attention to every 

aspect of the mise-en-scene: including sets (whether built or location), props, lighting, and the 

bodies of actors. Analyze the use of camera angles, camera distance, and camera movement in 

the films The Searchers and Planet of the Apes and explain which film – in your informed 

opinion – has better cinematography. 

 

Question 3: Apply the ideas you learned the chapters on gender, race, and class to answer the 

question of whether you think Slumdog Millionaire and Citizen Kane help or hurt viewers 

understanding of class, race, and gender. These two films are very different eras in film history 

and focus on different parts of the world. But if you’re watching carefully you’ll notice that they 

have a good deal in common as well. 

 

Bonus Question: Up to 20 points possible. 

Explain the difference between the film theories of realism and formalism using examples from 

any films discussed this term or from your vocabulary project. 

 


